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According to tradition, Ancient 
Rome was founded on April 21 
– ANTE.DIEM.XI.KALENDAS. 

MAIAS – in 753 B.C./B.C.E. 
[11 days before the Kalends of May] 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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The Trojan Prince Aeneas, who 
escaped Troy with his fellow-
Trojans after the Trojan War, 
was considered to be the 
founder of the Roman race in 
Italy. 
[Trojan War: ca. 1194 B.C. – 1184 B.C.] 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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The settlement which became 

Ancient Rome was founded along 

the Tiber River in 753 B.C. 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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Surviving literary accounts of 
the beginnings of Rome are 
based entirely on legend, 
providing evidence of what the 
Romans at various times 
thought about their own 
origins and how they liked to 
see themselves. 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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The developed version of the 
founding of Rome contained 
two main legends, those of 
Aeneas and Romulus, which 
were artificially combined at 
an unknown date (but 
certainly before 300 B.C.). 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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Although quite unhistorical, the 

legend of Romulus as founder of 

the original settlement on the 

Palatine Hill is consistent with 

the archaeological facts. 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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The archaeological evidence 
now available regarding 
ancient Rome shows that one 
or more villages were 
established on the hills of 
Rome (including the Palatine) 
from the end of the Bronze 
Age (ca. 1000 B.C.).  

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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The early-Rome communities were 
similar to other hilltop 
settlements which have been 
identified throughout Latium Vetus, 
whose cemeteries provide evidence 
of a distinct form of material 
culture known as cultura laziale, 
with an earliest phase consisting of 
isolated villages with several 
thatched huts. 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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During the 8th and 7th centuries 
in ancient central Italy, small 
villages grew in sophistication, 
with the development of 
external trade, specialized 
craft production, and the 
emergence of a wealthy 
aristocracy. 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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In ancient Rome, the settlement 
on the Palatine Hill expanded 
by 700 B.C. to include the 
Forum valley and possibly the 
Quirinal Hill, and the main 
cemetery moved from the Forum 
to the Esquiline Hill. 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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Towards the end of the 7th 
century B.C., the Roman Forum 
was laid out as a public 
meeting place, and monumental 
buildings made their first 
appearance.  At this point, 
Roma was transformed into an 
organized city-state. 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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As befits a frontier town on 
an important river crossing, 
ancient Roma seems to have 
had a mixed population, 
including Sabines, Greeks, and 
apparently, large numbers of 
Etruscans. 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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Although heavily influenced by 
contacts with the outside 
world, including Greece and 
the Near East, as well as 
Etruria and Campania, Rome 
remained fundamentally a Latin 
city. 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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Based on an ever-increasing 
body of Latin inscriptions, it is 
probable that Roman culture 
had been literate from the 
period prior to 600 B.C./B.C.E. 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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According to the sources, ancient 

Rome was originally ruled by 

kings, which is likely enough, but 

there is no certainty that the 

traditional series of names of the 

Etruscan kings is accurate. 
 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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Although not necessarily 

accurate, the “canonical seven” 

list of Roman kings consisted of 

Romulus, Numa Pompilius, Tullus 

Hostilius, Ancus Martius, 

Tarquinius Priscus, Servius 

Tullius, and Tarquinius Superbus. 
 

 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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The conventional foundation 

date, fixed at 753 B.C. by Varro, 

is the result of artificial 

manipulation, and does not 

accord with any archaeological 

starting point. 
 

 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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According to archaeological 

evidence, the earliest settlement 

in ancient Rome was much 

earlier than 753 B.C., and the 

formation of an urbanized city-

state considerably later. 
 

 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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Alternative historical traditions 

record the names of kings not 

included in the canonical list of 

seven, e.g. Titus Tatius and 

Mastarna. 
 

 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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Roman conquest of the Alban 

Hills region and the lower Tiber 

River valley led to an expansion 

of Roman territory which must 

have occurred before the end of 

the 6th century B.C. 
 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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The organization of the Roman 

calendar and the founding of the 

major priesthoods can be dated 

with some confidence to the 6th 

century B.C. or earlier. 
 

 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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The last two kings of ancient 

Rome are presented as tyrants – 

illegal usurpers who adopted a 

flamboyant and populist style of 

rule similar to that of their 

contemporary Greek tyrants. 
 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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The last two kings of ancient 

Rome pursued an ambitious 

foreign policy, patronized the 

arts, and embarked on extensive 

and grandiose building projects, 

during the early period of the 6th 

century B.C.  
 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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Prior to the ousting of the 

Etruscan kings, Tarquinius 

Superbus was said to have 

created a miniature “empire” in 

central Italy’s Latium.  

 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
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The strength of the miniature “empire” 

of Tarquinius Superbus evidenced a 

state of affairs presupposed in the first 

Carthaginian treaty [v. Polybius]; this 

coincidence between the annalistic 

tradition and an apparently 

contemporary document tends to 

confirm the authenticity of both. 
 

 

Source: Oxford Classical 
Dictionary (2003) 
 


